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Dr. It seems, that men, by a differing conduct^
and a way of life too gross for so excellent and sub-
lime a converse, have rendered themselves unworthy
and unqualified since the flood; so that the angelic
train seem to have forsaken the earth, and only
communicate themselves to such as render them-
selves acceptable and worthy by a life of earnest
application to the study of divine science, and who
seek after the high illumination.

A. So that there are some who enjoy this extra-
ordinary society still ?

Dr. Why not, pray? the good spirits are the
same; they change not, neither is rheir goodwill
towards men abated ; but the custom of the world
has been, and still is, to be shy and afraid of them,
take them to be evil spirits, and, as the world calls
them, devils; so that a good spirit cannot now
offer its assistance to man, or go about to do any
good to mankind, but they are frighted and terrified,
and cry out the Devil, fly from it, and refuse to ac-
cept the benefit offered.

A. But it seems all do not treat them so ?

Dr. No. But how then are they treated who act
after another manner ?

A. Why, how are they treated?

Dr. Are we not treated as demoniacs, as magici-
ans and conjurers, necromancers, and that deal
with the Devil. Did not you take me for such ?

A. It is very true, I did.

Dr. Ay, and are you not under some sort of frights
even all the while you are talking with me, as if you
were talking with the Devil, and lest I should raise
the Devil while you are here ?

-4. I cannot say but it is in some measure true*

Dr. And yet we know no more of the Devil than
you do, nor converse any more with him than other
folks do, nor so much neither.

Having carried on our conversation thus far, my